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VERSION WITH MARKINGS TO SHOW CHANGES MADE 
Claims 3-9 and 18-21 have been amended as follows: 

3. (Amended) The near infrared fluorescent contrast agent of claim 1 or c l aim 
2, wherein, in the formula [I], r is 1 . 

4. (Amended) The near infrared fluorescent contrast agent of a ny of claims 1 
to 3, claim 1 , wherein 4 or more sulfonic acid groups are contained in a 
molecule. 

5. (Amended) The near infrared fluorescent contrast agent of any of cla i ms 1 
te^k claim 1 , wherein 10 or less sulfonic acid groups are contained in a 
molecule. 

6. (Amended) The near infrared fluorescent contrast agent of any of c l a i ms 1 
to-4r Claim 1 , wherein 8 or less sulfonic acid groups are contained in a 
molecule. 

7. (Amended) The near infrared fluorescent contrast agent of any of c l a i ms 1 
to-&r Claim 1, wherein the pharmaceutically acceptable salt is a sodium salt. 

8. (Amended) The near infrared fluorescent contrast agent of any of c l a i ms 1 
to-T rClaim 1 , which is for tumor imaging. 

9. (Amended) The near infrared fluorescent contrast agent of any of c l a i ms 1 
te^ rclaim 1 , which is for angiography. 

18. (Amended) The sodium salt of any of c l a i ms 10, 11, 13, 1 4 and 1 S. claim 

10. comprising 4 or more sulfonic acid groups in a molecule. 

1 9. (Amended) The sodium salt of any of c l a i ms 10, 11, 13, 1 A , 15 and 



2 

4S rClaim 10, comprising 10 or less sulfonic acid groups in a molecule. 

20. (Amended) The sodium salt of any of cla i ms 10, 11 , 13, 14, 15 and 
4&r Claim 10. comprising 8 or less sulfonic acid groups in a molecule. 

21 . (Amended) A near infrared fluorescent contrast agent comprising the 
sodium salt of any of cl ai ms 10 to 20. claim 10. 




